AP UNITED STATES HISTORY DBQ
Directions:  This question is based on the accompanying documents.  The documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise.  You are advised to spend 10 minutes planning and 45 minutes writing your answer.

In your response you should do the following:

· State a relevant thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question.

· Support the thesis or relevant argument with evidence from all, or all but one, of the documents.

· Incorporate analysis of all, or all but one, of the documents into your argument.

· Focus you analysis of each document on a least one of the following:  intended audience, purpose, historical context, and/or point of view.

· Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside the documents.

· Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader events or processes.

· Synthesize the elements about into a persuasive essay.
1.  How did the U.S. war with Spain and the fighting in the Philippines that followed after help to spark anti-imperialist sentiment in the U.S. from 1895-1910?

DOCUMENT 1

Emilio Aguinaldo (President of the Independent Philippine Republic)

From "To the Philippine People" in Major-General E.S. Otis, Report of Military Operations and Civil Affairs in the Philippine Islands, 1899 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1899), 95-96.

R. . . I published the grievances suffered by the Philippine forces at the hand of the [U.S] army of occupation. The constant outrages and taunts, which have caused misery of the people of Manila, and, finally, the useless conferences and the contempt shown the Philippine government prove the premeditated transgression of justice and liberty. . . . I have tried to avoid, as far as it has been possible for me to do so, armed conflict, in my endeavors to assure our independence by pacific means and to avoid more costly sacrifices. But all my efforts have been useless against the measureless pride of the American government. . .

DOCUMENT 2

Colored Citizens of Boston
 Resolved, That the colored people of Boston in meeting assembled desire to enter their solemn protest against the present unjustified invasion by American soldiers in the Philippines Islands.

Resolved, That, while the rights of colored citizens in the South, sacredly guaranteed them by the amendment of the Constitution, are shamefully disregarded; and, while frequent lynchings of Negroes who are denied a civilized trial are a reproach to Republican government, the duty of the President and country is to reform these crying domestic wrongs and not attempt the civilization of alien peoples by powder and shot.

 The Boston Post, July 18, 1899. Reprinted in D. Schirmer and S.R. Shalom (eds.) The Philippines Reader (Boston: South End Press, 1987), 33.

DOCUMENT 3


William Jennings Bryan (Democratic presidential candidate in 1896 and 1900)
Imperialism is the policy of an empire. And an empire is a nation composed of different races, living under varying forms of government. A republic cannot be an empire, for a republic rests upon the theory that the governments derive their powers from the consent of the government and colonialism violates this theory. We do not want the Filipinos for citizens. They cannot, without danger to us, share in the government of our nation and moreover, we cannot afford to add another race question to the race questions which we already have. Neither can we hold the Filipinos as subjects even if we could benefit them by so doing. . . . Our experiment in colonialism has been unfortunate. Instead of profit, it has brought loss. Instead of strength, it has brought weakness. Instead of glory, it has brought humiliation.
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Excerpt from Henry Cabot Lodge speech, 1895


In the interests of our commerce and of our fullest development, we should build the Nicaragua Canal, and for the protection of that canal and for the sake of our commercial supremacy in the Pacific, we should control the Hawaiian Islands and maintain our influence in Samoa.  England has studded the West Indies with strong places which are a standing menace to out Atlantic seaboard.  We should have among those islands at least one strong naval station, and when the Nicaraguan Canal is built, the island of Cuba, still sparsely settled and of almost unbounded fertility, will become to us a necessity…


The modern movement is all toward the concentration of people and territory into great nations and large dominions.  The great nations are rapidly absorbing for the future expansion and their present defense all the waste places of the earth.  It is a movement which makes for civilization and the advancement of the race.  As one of the great nations, the United States must not fall out of the line of march.




















Excerpt from Theodore Roosevelt, 1901


If we seek merely swollen, slothful ease and ignoble peace, if we shrink from the hard contests where men must win at the hazard of the their lives and at the risk of all they hold dear, then bolder and stronger peoples will pass by, and will win for themselves the domination of the world.





Mark Twain from the New York Herald, October 15, 1900:


I left these shores, at Vancouver, a red-hot imperialist. I wanted the American eagle to go screaming into the Pacific. It seemed tiresome and tame for it to content itself with he Rockies. Why not spread its wings over the Philippines, I asked myself? And I thought it would be a real good thing to do


I said to myself, here are a people who have suffered for three centuries. We can make them as free as ourselves, give them a government and country of their own, put a miniature of the American constitution afloat in the Pacific, start a brand new republic to take its place among the free nations of the world. It seemed to me a great task to which had addressed ourselves.


But I have thought some more, since then, and I have read carefully the treaty of Paris, and I have seen that we do not intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines. We have gone there to conquer, not to redeem. . .


It should, it seems to me, be our pleasure and duty to make those people free, and let them deal with their own domestic questions in their own way. And so I am an anti-imperialist. I am opposed to having the eagle put its talons on any other land.




















